SPECIAL FEATURE

OPERATION BRUCE

Bruce Willis and the

Accelerators continue the

legacy of entertaining US troops abroad.

Stories By Lieutenant Colonel Lon VomBaur, Master Sergeant
Reed Lawson, Sergeant Nicholas Wall, and Staff Sergeant

Dawn Finniss

Photographs By Staff Sergeant Dawn Finniss

After Bruce's wel publicized
vigt to Irag, we contacted some
of the soldiers who experienced
his arrivd first hand. We wrote
to them through brucewilliscom
and asked if they could write
about their persond takeon hisvist
with them. Lieutenant Colond Lon
Vombaur, Mager Sargeant Reed
Lawson, Sergeant Nicholas Wall
and Staff Sergeant Dawn Finniss
have gracioudy shared ther in-
depth accounts on what it was
like for them to meet Bruce
Willis and the Accelerators.

TheeatireMoonlighting Srangers
gdf thanks them for shaing their
incredible dories with us fans ad
we thank Saff Sargeant Dawn
Fnniss for providing the incredible
pidues We are truly honored to
publish them.

We dso wish dl the soldiers
good luck asthey continue thelr
mission in Irag. God bless you
and please stay safe.
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Operation Bruce g1y

Operation KING B

By Magter Sergeant Reed Lawson,
USAF

"Bruce Willis is vidting Al Dhafra
Air Base? Yeah, right!" That wasmy
reaction when the rumor started circu-
lating. Al Dhafrais just outsde Abu
Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). Abu Dhabi is very modern,
clean, and beautiful city, as are afew
other large cities in the UAE; howev-
er, most of the country, including Al
Dhafra, isadesert. | couldn’timagine
why anyone would want to visit, thus
my intelligence gathering began.

| spoke to a very credible source that
confirmed the rumor and added that
Bruce Willis and the Accelerators are
coming to give usaconcert onaUSO
tour. This news redly sparked my
imagination because I'm a musician.
I’ve been playing drums for 25 years
and I've played in dmogt every kind
of band imaginable. | currently play
and sing with the rock band iNu (pro-
nounced "in you") out of my home-
town of Montgomery, Alabama. I've
as0 been on active duty in the United
States Air Force for dmost 19 years.
After traveling around for years, | was
able to get assigned to Maxwell Air
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Force Basein Montgomery. Asl fin-
ish my temporary deployment to Al
Dhafra Air Base sometime in mid-
November ‘03, not only will 1 be
returning to my home base, but I'll
aso be going home to my family,
friends, and my band.

At this point, my misson was clear:
get on-stage to play one song with
Bruce Willis and the Accelerators. |
st down a my computer,
launched my web browser, and
typed wwwbrucewilliscom It
wasalucky guess—I hed never
been to the Ste before. It didn't
teke long to find my way to the
forum, wherel foundlotsof redl-
ly nice people. | posed a short
message on the forum explain-
ing that I'm a drummer in a
band and thought it might be
good public rdations for my
band, Bruce, and the Air Force
to let meplay asong with them
when they came | wassurprised
when Bruce replied persondly
under his username of King B
on September 13, 2003 with
the following message:

Hey Reed,

Sir, I am unaware of any such

activity or operation (clears throat) nor
would I...be disposed to discuss such
an operation if in fact it did exist...sir.

But if such an operation were to exist,
at the appropriate time | am sure your
wishes would be taken into consider-
ation.

If you catch my drift.
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Operation Bruce g1y

TheUSO tour wasnot being publicized  of ashowforus Theybroughtapatytha  mentioned asong | never heard of, then
toreduce security thredts, butitwasquite  everyonehereisdill takingabout. Ealyin -+ another one suggested another song |
the topic of discusson a Al Dhafra theshow, Bruce announced thet hislong= never heard of, then | suggested the one

Being new to the forum, | was skepticd
that it was actudly Bruce but it did
dtract a lot of atention and generate
hundreds of replies from other mem-
bers of the forum. My dally routine of
working 12 hoursaday, Sx daysaweek
continued. | waan't redly familiar with
their music, butjustincase, | foundthree
songs Bruce and The Accderators
recorded and hed onethet | liked picked

out just in case | got the chanceto play.

The day findly came September 24,
2003. Al Dhafrawasthefirg sop onthe
tour and despite being 8 hours ahead of
the Eagtern Time Zone (imagine the jet-
lag), Brucearrived and spent the day tak-
ing photos with well over 1,000 people.
It was 115 degrees that day, but fortu-
natdy for Bruce and the band, it cooled
downto anice 100 degressthat night for
the concart. A little heat wouldn't dow
them down though.

Bruceand theAcoderatorsput ononehdl

L

time good friend, Bruce DiMattia, who
was playing harmonicawith him, isthe
owng and CEO of Krigoy Kreme
donutsand isworth 2.1 hillion dollarsso
he would be buying the drinks Then
Bruce [Willig jumped off the sage and
ran over to the bar while the band kept
playing. Minutes laer the bartenders
brought boxes of miniature bottles of
whiskey and vodka to the dage and

began tossing them out to the crowd.
The party wasout of control. We usud-
ly have athree beer limit managed with
araion card and no hard liquor —but, of
course, thiswasagpecid occason.

Everyone, induding me, was having a
blagt and at the height of the show, Bruce
shouted out, "l heard there's a kick-ass
drummer here. | need Reed Lawvson to
comeuptothesage” Of course, | was-
n't very far avay soit didn’'t takelong to
get there. Bruce asked the band, "What
are we going to play?' One of them
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I hedinmind, and Brucesad, "no. ..mede
upmy mind." | il didn't know what we
were going to play but Bruce had mede
up hismind. Thesong had aguitar leed-
in and the band Sarted playing. | never
heard the song before but it was essy to
jumpinto. Bruce DiMattiagave megrest
cues 0 | would know when to bresk and
whentokick. Thecrowdwasgoingwild
and | loved every second of it.

| was pretty high on life when | |eft the
dage evayone. Then | redized | il
hed noideawhat songwejud played. A
couple weeks later, when the USO tour
was over, | gat an emal from Bruce
DiMattiawho wrote:

Hey Reed,

Good job the other night! You fit in great!
Man, we had a blast (or maybe you had-
n't noticed!)

Nice to meet you! Brown

| replied thanking him for the great cues
and took advantage of the opportunity to
find out what the name of the song was.
He replied back and et me know the
song was Made Up My Mind by Savoy
Brown. Bruce[Willig had given methe
name—| jus didn't redizeit.

I'm 4ill not sure if it's jus part of the
show or actudly true about being the
CEO of Kriggy Kreme and 2.1 hillion
dallars, but they ran up an $8,000 bar tab
that night and somebody padit. What a
paty! See the pictures on my band's
webgte & inurockscom.

My nameis Sergeant Nicholas Wall. |
am with the 1« Batdion 163rd Fidd
Artillery Detachment three currently
deployed in the Middle East under
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